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For immediate release: 9am Friday 23 May 2025 

The Sidney Nolan Trust awarded £244.8k funding by The National Lottery 
Heritage Fund to support development of a future masterplan for their 
historic sites 
Rural arts charity the Sidney Nolan Trust is delighted to announce a £244,849 grant from The 
National Lottery Heritage Fund to develop a masterplan for a vibrant and resilient future. 

This transformational funding will enable strategic planning, audience consultation, building 
surveys and pilot activities delivered over the next 12 months. Together these will feed into a 
masterplan shaped to increase access and audience engagement and realise the potential of 
the historic, environmental and cultural significance of the Trust’s two sites. 

The project will encompass both the charity’s heritage locations in the Welsh Marches: The 
Rodd, near Presteigne, in North Herefordshire and the Bleddfa Centre, near Knighton, in 
Powys. These unique sites are linked to centuries of local rural identity and heritage. They 
connect the England-Wales Borders to the world through art and agricultural histories, 
preserve and provide access to important and varied natural habitats and deliver engagement 
and participation opportunities in some of the most rural wards of England and Wales.  

The Rodd is a 400+ year old estate and working farm in the Hindwell river valley spanning 180 
acres of farmland, woodland, river frontage and gardens. In the 19th century it was a centre for 
the breeding of Hereford Cattle, establishing bloodlines that travelled as far as America and 
Australia.  At its heart is Grade II* listed Jacobean Rodd Court and several 18th century timber-
framed barn structures including the Grade II-listed West Barn. The house is very little-altered 
with significant and important examples of brickwork and woodwork in a rural Herefordshire 
context. 

Rodd Court has been lived in by artists for over a century. In 1983 it became the final home of 
leading Australian artist Sir Sidney Nolan CBE RA (1917-1992) who founded the Trust in his 
name as a rural centre for the arts in 1985. The Trust looks after and makes accessible the 
largest collection of his artwork outside of Australia, extensive personal archive and library. 
Visitors can see Nolan’s only surviving studio, preserved intact since his death. 

The Bleddfa Centre was founded in 1974 in the remote village of Bleddfa by pioneering theatre 
director James Roose Evans. Adjacent to the 13th century St Mary Magdalene’s Church, it 
comprises much-needed community art, social and event spaces across the former village 
schoolhouse and converted Hall Barn. The placename Bleddfa, ‘the abode of wolves’ in 
Welsh, reflects the wild history of the surrounding Radnor Forest and the community’s 
connection to its environment. 

This vital support from the Heritage Fund enables the Sidney Nolan Trust to bring in the 
resources and diverse expertise needed to plan strategically and sensitively to secure the 
future of these sites. Without undertaking this work now there is a significant risk to the 
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longterm caretaking of this complex and large-scale heritage and landscape. This funding also 
protects and enhances the increased access and participation of regional audiences, 
addressing an acute need. The communities of North Herefordshire and Radnorshire in Powys 
are amongst the 50% most deprived in the UK, and face some of the worst indices nationally of 
geographical deprivation – through lack of access to services. 

Through the project the important built heritage and landscape the Trust looks after will be 
better protected and made more accessible through a wide range of expert building/land 
surveys, a feasibility report, and architectural visualisations. Prioritised and costed plans for 
repair, restoration and potential future use will enable maintenance and business planning 
and build the case for future investment and fundraising. 

Staff and volunteers will receive training in species identification and surveys. The monitoring 
of flora and fauna will establish baseline understanding and priorities for the future ecological 
management and improvement of the charity’s varied habitats. Expert drainage surveys will 
address site water management to mitigate both flooding risks and phosphate impacts. 

Volunteering opportunities and an oral history project capturing a range of living history 
connected to The Rodd and Bleddfa will directly involve wider audiences, voices and 
experiences of heritage. Extensive audience research and consultation will increase 
community and stakeholder involvement.  This will enable the Trust to shape future 
development and programmes in line with local and regional need, and to broaden 
participation.  

Crucially this support from the Heritage Fund will enable a thoroughly researched options 
appraisal for future increased use of site and spaces, a strategic business plan, and income 
generation and fundraising strategy. Together these will lay a firm foundation for the next step 
on the journey - enabling the Trust to seek future fundraising and investment for resilient and 
sustainable capital regeneration works. 

There will be events and activities taking place throughout the project at The Rodd, the Bleddfa 
Centre and online – keep an eye on the SNT What’s On page www.sidneynolantrust.org/your-
visit/whats-on/ . You can also sign up to e-news to stay in touch with the latest news and 
progress and follow SNT on facebook and Instagram @sidneynolantrust. 

The Trust is looking for volunteers across a wide range of activities to get involved and support 
the project delivery. To express interest or find out more please email 
info@sidneynolantrust.org . 

Sophie Heath, Director of the Sidney Nolan Trust, said: “It is wonderful to have received this 
hugely valued support from The National Lottery Heritage Fund. Thanks to National Lottery 
players we can take on the challenge of establishing an inclusive, thriving future for our unique 
places that provide access to inspiring heritage, nature and creativity in our rural region.” 

ENDS 
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Images:  

IMG 1: Sidney Nolan Trust staff and Chairperson celebrate the Heritage Fund grant award at 
The Rodd. From right to left: Chair of trustees Lucy Trench, Director Sophie Heath and Visitor 
Welcome Assistant and local artist Kitty Perceval; Kitty is the granddaughter of Sidney Nolan’s 
wife Mary Nolan née Boyd 

IMG 2: Visitors enjoying a volunteer-led tour of 17th century Rodd Court for Herefordshire 
Histories week (11-18 May 2025) 

IMG 3: Forest School activities with Presteigne Primary School at The Rodd 

IMG 4: Performance of Binderella October 2024 by the Ragged Storytelling Collective at the 
Bleddfa Centre, live storytelling with Welsh folk music 

Notes to Editors  
About the Sidney Nolan Trust 

The Sidney Nolan Trust (SNT) was founded at The Rodd on the England Wales border in 1985 by 
the famous Australian artist Sir Sidney Nolan (1917 – 1992). He was part of a close circle of 
artists, writers and thinkers who were pivotal in the advance of Modernism in Australia and is 
best known for his iconic paintings of the bushranger-outlaw Ned Kelly. Nolan moved 
permanently to the UK in 1953 and became an important and successful figure in the British art 
world from the mid-1950s onwards. For the last 10 years of his life, he came to live and work at 
The Rodd in rural North Herefordshire close to Presteigne. 

Today The Rodd is a vibrant rural centre for the arts where the Trust cares for the world's largest 
collection of Nolan’s artwork and a major part of his archives. The Trust also cares for his former 
home Rodd Court, a Grade II* listed Jacobean Manor House and around 180 acres of farmland 
and woodland. Nolan’s legacy acts as the foundation for an annual programme of contemporary 
exhibitions, events and residencies and creative learning programmes. 

The Bleddfa Centre was founded in 1974 as a place for creativity and community by 
pioneering British theatre director, priest, and writer James Roose-Evans in the beautiful and 
sparsely populated landscape of Mid Wales near Knighton. There is no village or church hall in 
Bleddfa so the Centre provides a vital gathering space and facility in the heart of this 
community. It became a well-established hub for the arts with varied facilities and 
inside/outside spaces and a commitment to ideas, spirituality, music, and the environment. 

In 2023, following the challenges of COVID, the Bleddfa Trust merged with nearby rural arts 
charity the Sidney Nolan Trust, based on their shared values. Together with the community 
SNT are working to build and define a sustainable future for the Centre where social 
connection, heritage/arts provision and wellbeing can be accessed in this rural Borders 
locality. In 2025 Ashley Family Foundation are supporting a community artist residency at the 
Centre – multidisciplinary artist Simone Gilliatt was appointed in April 2025. 

To find out more visit www.sidneynolantrust.org  
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About The National Lottery Heritage Fund  

Our vision is for heritage to be valued, cared for and sustained for everyone, now and in the 
future. That’s why as the largest funder for the UK’s heritage we are dedicated to supporting 
projects that connect people and communities to heritage, as set out in our strategic plan, 
Heritage 2033. Heritage can be anything from the past that people value and want to pass on 
to future generations. We believe in the power of heritage to ignite the imagination, offer joy 
and inspiration, and to build pride in place and connection to the past. 

Over the next 10 years, we aim to invest £3.6billion raised for good causes by National Lottery 
players to make a decisive difference for people, places and communities. 

heritagefund.org.uk 

Follow @HeritageFundUK on Twitter/X, Facebook and Instagram and use #NationalLottery 
#HeritageFund 

Further information 

For further information, images and interviews please contact Charlie Minskip at Sidney Nolan 
Trust on telephone: 01544 260149 email: charlie@sidneynolantrust.org  
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